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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Independence Day Weekend 

03 July 2022      9:00 A.M. 

 

Welcome!  We’re glad you’re here!  Jesus made things great 

between holy God and us sinners.  So we hope everyone wants to 

be part of a church like St. John’s that’s trying to make things 

better among all people. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  We 

love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the little 

children come to me.”  When babies need to cry loudly, the 

Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place for 

them to let it all out so the rest of the worshipers can focus on 

God’s Word.  Then come back so we can all worship together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We invite you to fill out a ministry card so we can better care 

for you.  You’ll find one on the pew in front of you.  God bless 

your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 

 
Pre-Worship Prayer:  

God bless America, land that I love. 
Stand beside her and guide her 

through the night with the Light from above. 
From the mountains to the prairies  

to the oceans white with foam, 
God bless America, my home sweet home. 
God bless America, my home sweet home. 
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The Lord Serves His People 
Song America the Beautiful 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America!  America!  God shed His grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 

2. O Beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress 

a thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness! 

America!  America!  God mend thine every flaw, 

confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law! 

3. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved  & mercy more than life! 

America! America!  May God thy gold refine, 

till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine. 
 

A Christian Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. [2 Corinthians 13:14] 

Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

Worship Dialog with Confession and Absolution 

P: The LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands.  

He has watched over your journey through this life.  The LORD your 

God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything. [see Dt 2:7] 

C: We have every reason to serve the LORD our God joyfully 

in this time of prosperity. [see Deuteronomy 28:47 and Daniel 1,3,6] 

P: Let us follow the good example of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego.  Despite having been carried away into exile, they 

honored God by serving the foreign government who had subjected 

them.  They honored those whom God had placed over them. 
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C: We get to serve a government we had a hand in electing.  

Our government has not enslaved us, or oppressed us, or 

forcibly taken our lives, limbs, or properties. 

P: Let us therefore do as the apostle Peter says and submit ourselves 

for the Lord’s sake to the authority instituted among us.  Peter cites 

the king, as the supreme authority, and the king’s governors, who 

are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend 

those who do right. [see 1 Peter 2:13-14] 

C: We understand how this passage applies to us.  May we, 

by doing good, silence the ignorant talk of foolish people 

who urge rebellion. [see 1 Peter 2:15] 

P: “For rebellion is like the sin of divination,  

C: and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.” [1 Samuel 15:23] 

P: May we always live as free people who never use their freedom to 

cover up evil.  We want to live as servants of God. [see 1 Peter 2:16, 17] 

C: We intend to show proper respect for everyone, to love the 
family of believers, to fear God, to honor His representatives. 

P: Lord, we freely admit that we have not lived up to these intentions.  

It’s been too easy to use unpleasant names or descriptions for those 

You placed over us.  It’s been too easy to think we know better than 

they.  Our old self, the sinful flesh, tempts us to forget You and do 

what we want. 

C: “We have sinned, we have done wrong, we have acted 

wickedly.” [1 Kings 8:47, see Jeremiah 50:20]    

P: “In those days,” declares the LORD, “search will be made for the 

guilt of my people, but none will be found, for I will forgive them.” 

C: “God made Him who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in 

Him we might become the righteousness of God.” [2 Cor 5:21] 

P: “The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save.  He will take 

great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice 

over you with singing.” [Zephaniah 3:17] 

 

A Hymn Response tune CW618* 

1. Before the Lord we bow, the God who reigns above  
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and rules the world below in boundless pow’r and love. 

Our thanks we bring. 

In joy and praise our hearts we raise to heav’n’s high King. 

3. May ev’ry mountain height, each vale and forest green,  

shine in Your Word’s pure light and its rich fruits be seen! 

May ev’ry tongue 

be tuned to praise and join to raise a grateful song! 

5. And when in pow’r He comes, oh, may our native land 

from all its rending tombs send forth a glorious band, 

a countless throng, 

and, joyful, sing to heav’n’s high King salvation’s song! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Heavenly Father, keep this nation under Your care.  Bless the 

leaders of our land that we may be people at peace among ourselves 

and a blessing to other nations of the earth.  Help us not only to 

elect trustworthy leaders, but also to contribute to wise decisions for 

the general welfare, and to serve You faithfully in our generation as 

citizens of both this nation and Your kingdom, to the honor of Your 

holy name; 

C: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Old Testament Lesson Jeremiah 29:4-7 
4This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all 

those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5“Build 

houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 

produce. 6Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for 

your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they 

too may have sons and daughters.  Increase in number there; 

do not decrease. 7Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the 
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city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the LORD 

for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

P: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

C: worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness. (Ps 29:2) 
 

Psalm of the Day (spoken, from Psalm 148) 

P: Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise Him in the heights above. 

C: Praise Him, all His angels, praise Him, all His heavenly hosts. 
P: Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you shining stars. 

C: Let them praise the name of the LORD, for He commanded 

and they were created. 
P: He set them in place for ever and ever; He gave a decree that will 

never pass away. 

C: Praise the LORD from the earth, kings of the earth and all 

nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men 

and maidens, old men and children. 
P: Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is 

exalted; His splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

C: He has raised up for His people a symbol of His strength, 

the praise of all His saints, the people close to His heart.  

Praise the LORD! 
 

Epistle Lesson Romans 13:1-7 
1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, 

for there is no authority except that which God has 

established.  The authorities that exist have been established 

by God. 2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is 

rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 

will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold no terror 

for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do you 

want to be free from fear of the one in authority?  Then do 

what is right and he will commend you. 4For he is God’s 

servant to do you good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 

does not bear the sword for nothing.  He is God’s servant, an 
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agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 

because of possible punishment but also because of 

conscience.  6This is also why you pay taxes, for the 

authorities are God’s servants, who give their time to 

governing. 7Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe 

taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then 

respect; if honor, then honor. 

P: You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Verse of the Day Psalm 144:15 
P:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Blessed are the people of whom this is true;  

C: blessed are the people whose God is the LORD.  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Luke 20:20-26 
20Keeping a close watch on [Jesus], they sent spies, who 

pretended to be honest.  They hoped to catch Jesus in 

something he said so that they might hand him over to the 

power and authority of the governor. 21So the spies questioned 

him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is 

right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of 

God in accordance with the truth. 22Is it right for us to pay 

taxes to Caesar or not?”  23He saw through their duplicity and 

said to them, 24“Show me a denarius.  Whose portrait and 

inscription are on it?”  25“Caesar’s,” they replied.  He said to 

them, “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what 

is God’s.”  26They were unable to trap him in what he had said 

there in public.  And astonished by his answer, they became 

silent. 

P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Christ! 
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Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From there He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day #620* 
 

Sermon Psalm 144:15 

Blessed are the people of whom this is true: blessed are the 

people whose God is the LORD. 

Blessed are the People Whose God is the Lord 
 

Hymn #619* 
We bring our Thank Offering forward during this hymn. 

 

We Pray for Our Nation p. 130 in the hymnal 
 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on 

you with His favor and grant you His  peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

Acknowledgements 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

“God Bless America” by Irving Berlin © 1918, 1938.  Reprinted under arrangements with 

OneLicense.net (#A-710356) and CCLI (11373088). 

In the public domain:  

“America the Beautiful” from GHF#531, words: Katharine Lee Bates, music: Samuel A Ward,. 

“Before the Lord We Bow” from CW#618, words: Francis Scott Key, music: John Darwall. 

“God of Our Fathers” from GHF#532, words: Daniel C. Roberts, music: George W. Warren.  
 

Hymn God of our Fathers 

 
 

Proverbs of the Week 

Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. 
(Proverbs 23:4) 

Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout 
wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. (Proverbs 23:5) 

Do not eat the food of a stingy man, do not crave his delicacies; for he is 
the kind of man who is always thinking about the cost.  “Eat and drink,” 
he says to you, but his heart is not with you. (Proverbs 23:6-8) 
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Do not speak to a fool, for he will scorn the wisdom of your words. 
(Proverbs 23:9) 

Do not move an ancient boundary stone or encroach on the fields of the 
fatherless, for their Defender is strong; he will take up their case against 
you. (Proverbs 23:10-11) 

Do not withhold discipline from children; save their soul from death. 
(Proverbs 23:13a-14b) 
 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
July 3, 2022 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Pianist: Sandi Rodman                        Audiovisual Tech: Chris Fischer 
Flower Committee for July:  Bonnie Dwelle, Nancy Zimmermann 
July 3 Ushers: Tom & Max Balow 
July 10 Ushers: Rodman Family 
Teachers in our LES 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. 1-2 Mrs. Donna Kronebusch, PK-3 
 

Some of the Ways We Fed our Faith 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance 
June 19 – 205           June 26 – 158 

plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials 
Sunday Bible Class  

June 19 – (cake reception)            June 26  – 24  

 

JULY CALENDARS  are available on the information desk and the 
check-in tables for you to pick up.  Thanks for all the prayers 
you send up for our ministry of the gospel. 
 

IT'S TIME   to submit quarterly reports to the pastor by email. 
 

PARADE  Our whole church thanks everyone who helped with 
the parade in some way: ordering the handouts, loaning the 
vehicle and the trailer for the float, setting up the float, walking 
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in the parade, cheering on the walkers, cleaning up the float 
after the parade, praying for the effort. 
 

G.R.O.W. 2.0 (pronounced “grow two point oh”) begins again 
at 9:30 on Thursday mornings in August.  Our teacher will be 
Linda Kohrs.  (God Renewing Our Women) 
 

PIE and ICE CREAM   The “Lincoln Ladies Aid” of our sister 
church Trinity Lincoln has invited us to their annual Pie and 
Ice Cream Social on Sunday, July 17 from 2 to 5 P.M. 
 

Opportunities for Learning, Serving, and Spending Time Together 
July 3, 2022 – July 10, 2022 

Sunday 
  8:55 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 

  9:00 AM  Worship 
10:20 AM  Bible Class adult & teen 

10:35 AM  Rebroadcast of 9 AM 
service on ch 18 or 13 

 

Monday  
Independence Day—office closed 
 

Tuesday 
  7:00 PM  NO Elders mtg 

Wednesday  
10:00 AM Care Center Service 
  7:00 PM  Rebroadcast of Sunday 

 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
 

Sunday  
  8:20 AM  Usher unlocks doors 

  8:55 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 

  9:00 AM  Worship w/ Communion 

10:20 AM  Bible Class adult & teen 

10:35 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 
service on ch 18 or 13 

 

The WELS Women’s Ministry Conference will be held July 21-23, 
2022, at Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.  Registration 

is now open.  Join women from every walk of life to study 
Ephesians and learn to cultivate unity that begins with grace for 

ourselves and for others.  When we start here, we can identify 

barriers that get in the way, stand firm on Scripture in the face 
of conflict, and extend grace in our everyday relationships.  
Learn more and register at wels.net/wmconference. 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT called “Flourish by Design” hosted by our 
sister church in Lewiston on Aug 27 from 8:30 till 3:00.  See the 
color flyer on the bulletin board in our information center.  Last 
year 70 women from 20 of our congregations attended.  This 
year’s topics relate to our identity in Christ, our unique design 
as women, temperament and giftings.  Breakfast, devotions, 
and lunch are included.  Early bird registration by July 31 is $20.  
Registration is $25 if you register between August 1 and Aug 20.  
After that online registration is closed and the cost is $30.  
Register at http://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org or call 
507-523-2508 for help with registration. 
 

Memorials: Tina Dohrn: $20 Cemetery 

 

USHERS, everyone who benefits from your service thanks you. 
     Because we are doing some things differently from how 
things were done for the previous 40 years, it is wise to review 
the usher duties before it’s time for you to serve.  This will help 
our people enjoy consistent results week by week. 
     All members who would like to help with ushering may do so.  
Let us know.  The schedule is drawn up once per quarter after 
taking into consideration each person’s circumstances, such as 
“I go south for the winter” or “I go hunting on these weekends 
in the fall,” etc.  We are blessed with enough willing members 
that each person ushers about 4 times per year. 
     We are always trying to make things go smoothly here at St 
John's.  On Communion Sundays we want our balcony people to 
merge with our main floor people during distribution.  This 
works best when each main floor pew finishes emptying before 
we merge in our balcony people. 
 

http://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/
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CHURCH SECRETARY   We are ready to interview candidates for 
the position of church secretary.  The hours are generally 8 till 
10 on Mondays and 8 till noon on Tuesdays through Fridays.  
Strong computer and internet skills required including MS 
Word, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint.  Contact Pastor Cordes at 
KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com. 
 

What Martin Luther Says: 

Excerpted and adapted from Luther’s Large Catechism, The 
Address of the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father who art in heaven.” 
 

No one can keep the Ten Commandments perfectly.  
Consequently, nothing is so necessary as to call upon God 
incessantly and to drum into His ears our prayer that He may give, 
preserve, and increase in us faith and the fulfillment of the Ten 
Commandments and remove all that stands in our way and 
hinders us.   You can hold His promises up to Him and say, “Here I 
come, dear Father.  I pray not of my own accord nor because of 
my own worthiness, but at Your commandment and promise, 
which cannot fail or deceive me.”  Those who do not believe God’s 
promise should again realize that they are angering God, grossly 
dishonoring Him, and accusing Him of lying. 

In addition to God’s command to pray, God takes the initiative 
and puts into our mouths the very words and approach we are to 
use (the Lord’s Prayer).  In this way we see how deeply concerned 
He is about our needs.  May we never doubt that such prayer 
pleases Him and will assuredly be heard.  God loves to hear us 
pray these kinds of petitions. 

Our safety and protection consists in prayer.  For we are far 
too weak against the devil and his forces arrayed against us, trying 
to trample us underfoot.  Therefore grasp the weapons with which 
Christians are to arm themselves for resisting the devil.  What do 
you think has accomplished such great results in the past, parrying 

mailto:KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
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the plots of our enemies and checking their seditious designs by 
which the devil expected to crush us, and the gospel as well, 
except that the prayers of a few godly people intervened like an 
iron wall on our side?  Whenever a Christian prays, “Dear Father, 
Your will be done,” God replies from above, “Yes, dear child, it 
shall be done indeed, in spite of the devil and all the world.” 


